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Amendment to the Claims 



Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims shall replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 

application. 



}/>■ 

W 1. (Currently Amended) A method for improving the toughness of a CBN product 

. made by a high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) process, which comprises the steps of: 

forming a blend of an oxygen getter and CBN product-forming feedstock, 
wherein the oxygen getter is s elected fro m the group consisting of titanium, aluminum, silicon 
and mixtures thereof : and 

subjecting said blend to a CBN high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) process 
for forming a CBN product, wherein said HP/HT process is conducted in the p re*™™ of * 
catalyst : 

wherein the amount of oxygen getter in said blend is sufficient to improve the 
toughness of said CBN product and wherein the amount of oxyg e n, getter in the blend is between 
about 0.005 and 0.5 wt % ■ anH 



wherein the CBN product has an oxygen content of less than about 300 



ppm. 



2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said oxygen getter 
comprises a material selected from the group consisting of elemental Al, Si, and Ti, nitrides of 
Al, Si, and Ti, carbides of Al, Si, and Ti, and mixtures thereof. 

3-8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said HP/HT process is 
conducted in the presence of a catalyst devoid of oxygen content. 

10. (Cancelled) 
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11- (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said oxygen getter is removed from 
said CBN product. 



12-14 (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A CBN product formed by the a process of claim 1 
comprising - 

forming a blond of an oxyg o n getter and a CBN product forming f ee dstock; and 

subjecting tho blond to a high t e mp e rature/high pressur e (HP/HT) process to form 
a CBN produot; and 

wh e r e in the CBN product has an oxyg e n cont e nt of l e ss than about 300 ppm . 
16-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for improving the toughness of a CBN product 
made by a high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) process, which comprises the steps of: 

forming a blend of an oxygen getter and a CBN product-forming feedstock, 
wherein the oxygen getter comprises titanium; and 

subjecting said blend to a CBN high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) process 
for forming a CBN produc t, wherein said HP/HT process is conducted in the presence of a 
catalyst ; 

wherein the amount of oxygen getter in said blend is sufficient to improve the 
toughness of said CBN product and wherein the amount of oxygen getter in the blend is between 
about 0.005 and 0.5 wt % ; and 

wherein the CBN product has an oxygen content of less than about 300 pp m. 
24-25. (Cancelled) 
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26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the oxygon gett e r 
farther comprised a material titanium is selected from the group con s isting of el e mental Al and 
Si, nitrides of Al and Si, carbido s of Al and Si, and mixtur e s th e r e of elemental titanium, nitrides 
of titanium, carbides of titanium, and mixtures thereof . 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the HP/HT process is 
conducted in the presence of a catalyst devoid of oxygen content. 
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